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Welcome Back to a Full School on MONDAY 8th March 2021 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
We look forward to welcoming back all those children who have been learning at home, on Monday 8th March 2021. 
Initially we will focus on reintegrating children back into the school. Like a marathon runner restarting training, we 
cannot expect children to hit the ground running and cover the full 26 miles on day one. We will be following 
reintegration and well-being activities for the first week (8th March 2021) focussing on children’s smooth transition 
back in to school, alongside a gradual build-up of academic (which will be very different to learning at home).  
Please reassure children that coming back to school will be enjoyable and fun. This important work for the last few 
weeks in term 4 will enable us to rebuild children’s ability to access the learning that will allow us to fast track any 
catch-up from the end of term 4 and beyond. 
 

Our plans for opening are almost the same as those published in July and September and we will return to the 
identical timings for the start and end of the school day as followed in December, before Lockdown 3.  
 

Some of the key points are repeated again below – please read everything below as there are some important 
reminders and some tweaks to guidance following the new more transmissible variant of the Coronavirus – Covid-19. 
 

Again, our main concern is to get over 500 children back into school as smoothly as possible, whilst keeping everyone 
safe. The new variant is far more transmissible and on return in January we had 8 members of staff fall ill, some 
seriously ill including hospitalisation. It isn’t so much the number of children returning that concerns me, but the 
number of adults that come with them! Even more worrying is the number of adults who do not keep their distance. 
If every child brings two adults with them, we will have over 1000 adults on site at one time, not counting staff. 
Please resist the urge to bring other family members and just send one adult per family (one per child if essential).  
ALL parents are expected to wear masks/face-coverings on our school site. If you have a recognised “physical 
impairment or disability, illness or mental health difficulties” (DfE Schools (COVID-19 operational guidance Feb 2021) please 
let the school office know, so that we can try to avoid embarrassing challenges to those who are genuinely unable 
to wear a mask. 
 

Please follow our guidance: 

 In the morning, first find a time good for you, when there are fewer people around (8.20-8.50). 
Leave Disabled Parking for those with Blue Badges. Wear your mask, just one adult per child, follow the 
one-way system, don’t stop - just hand over your child and keep moving. 

 In the afternoon, arrive only at your allocated time, reduce the number of adults, respect distancing! 
Previously some parents got together for a chat whilst waiting and blocked exits. Please do not do this. 

 Parents with siblings leaving at the same time from different age groups (EG Yr1 and Yr4) – please pick up 
the youngest first and we will put the older sibling further back in the line.  
This is not a general comment to always pick the youngest up first. If an older sibling has an earlier exit 
time, please collect them first. Whilst it might be convenient for you to collect both children at the 
allocated time of your later child, it does cause difficulty at the gates, where we get a backlog of children 
from different age groups waiting to be collected late. 

 

Please order your school meals using ParentPay. The children will be eating packed lunches in the classrooms and 
hot meals in the hall, on a staggered rota to allow us to clean between sittings. 
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MAP A – MORNING ONLY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MAP B – AFTERNOONS ONLY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 
The table below shows the pick-up times and gates that must be used at the end of the day.  
 
No parents are allowed through these gates at this time. 
 
 
Nursery   11.30/3.15pm (depends on session)  Nursery Gate 
Reception  3pm (1.30pm Fridays)   Nursery Gate 
 
Year 1Chestnut  2.50pm (1.20pm Fridays)  Main Gate 
Year 1Hornbeam 2.55pm (1.25pm Friday)  Main Gate 
Year 2Rowan  3.00pm (1.30pm Fridays)  Main Gate 
Year 2Sycamore 3.05pm (1.35pm Fridays)  Main Gate 
Year 3Juniper  3.10pm (1.40pm Fridays)  Main Gate 
Year 3Willow  3.15pm (1.45pm Fridays)  Main Gate 
 
Year 4Ash  2.50pm (1.20pm Fridays)  Shops Gate 
Year 4Oak  2.55pm  (1.25pm Friday)  Shops Gate 
Year 4Maple  3.00pm (1.30pm Fridays)  Shops Gate 
Year 5Holly  3.05pm (1.35pm Fridays)  Shops Gate 
Year 5Elm  3.10pm (1.40pm Fridays)  Shops Gate 
Year 6   3.15pm (1.45pm Fridays)  Shops Gate 
 
 

Please note that the Year Group email accounts, only used for Remote Learning when in a 
lockdown, will no longer be monitored after 8th March. If parents need to communicate 
with class teachers, please email to the school office: admin@abbeymeads.swindon.sch.uk  
 

 
Other Key reminders: 

 Government guidance states that attendance is not optional – it is mandatory.  

 Uniform – we understand you may have difficulties as children grow out of old uniform and it is difficult to 
get new. Just try and be sympathetic to the uniform and do not wear ‘designer gear’ - but we understand 
that, for example, shoes may become trainers for the time being. We will organise a uniform 
swap/donation scheme once we are all back. Any uniform no longer wanted can be donated to school, 
with the intention that a combination of FOAMS members and our Governors will organise appointment 
only visits (similar to Book Swap) once we are in a position to offer this. 

 On Fridays the School closes between 1.20-1.45pm.  

 Nursery continues to run its normal sessions, finishing at 3.15pm on a Friday 

 Sunshine Club returns to its normal timings with registered members only. 

 All extra-curricular staff-led clubs will not start again before Term 5 
 
 
Please continue to check your emails, texts and the school website for updates and new links. 
Join Twitter (and just follow us if you do not want to use it) so you can see alerts to new information.  
We are known as AMCPS-Swindon (with a hyphen) BUT the tag is @AMCPS_Swindon   

(notice there is an underscore _ in the middle of this.) 
 
I will write more as time passes and try to keep information to a manageable amount each time, but if you feel 
something is missing please get in touch and I will answer your questions 
 
Bob 
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