
Year 5 Curriculum Overview 2020/21 

 

Due to the ongoing health and safety situation, the Year 5 Curriculum Meeting has had to take the 

form of a handout this year. Despite there not being a face-to-face gathering, we hope that you find 

this document helpful in preparing your child for the expectations of Year 5, and in knowing what can 

be done to support them. 

       

Key Year 5 expectations 

 

- Please ensure your child has their named PE kit in school every day, in case we have to change 

plans because of the weather. For indoor PE (which we hope will resume in term 2), they need 

shorts and a t-shirt.  For outdoor PE, we suggest that they also have tracksuit bottoms, 

trainers and a fleece/sweatshirt. Please ensure this is a school PE kit (white t-shirt and blue 

or black shorts/tracksuit bottoms). 

- Children must have a coat with them at all times (even if it is a light rain jacket), as we 

will be going out to break times and lunchtimes in all weathers. 

 

Homework 

Reading 

As always, we expect all the children to read for at least 10 minutes a day at home, which is then 

recorded in their PACT books. It would be really helpful if they also had the chance to discuss what 

they have read with an adult or an older sibling, preferably answering some questions about what has 

happened in the book and why the characters have behaved the way they have. 

 

Spelling 

Spellings will be taking a slightly different form in Year 5 (in preparation for Year 6). This has yet to 

be fully confirmed (which we will do early in Term 2).  In the meantime, your child should be working 

on the Year 5/6 spelling list in the back of the PACT book and focusing on common homophones. 

 

Times tables 

Children will continue to work on the school Times Tables system. The emphasis is on speed and 

application of the tables. Please refer to the Times Table overview to find out when each Table is 

being covered, so that you can support this at home. We will be having a big focus during Term 1 and 

2 on the 3 and 4 times tables, in order to support their application of them in various calculations.    

 

Learning in Class 

The classroom layout is slightly different in light of the COVID19 pandemic, but we are striving to 

maintain the way we are delivering the learning in class.  We are very aware of the need for social 

distancing, but we are using the opportunities to use the class bubble as much as possible. 

 

Reading 

We will have a focus on reading comprehension this year, through whole class reading sessions 

planned throughout the week and small group comprehension lessons, catering for the specific needs 

of the different groupings within the class.  You can support this by discussing any reading that 

happens at home and explore themes such as: what puzzles they find in the story; what questions 

they still have about the storyline; which has been their favourite character and why; what has been 

their favourite part so far and why; explore why events have happened and what impact this will have 

on the rest of the story; what will happen next and why they think this; what difficult tricky 

vocabulary could mean by looking at the context in which the words appear. 

 



Writing 

The focus for handwriting is to continue to develop a cursive joined handwriting style (shown in your 

child’s PACT book). We actively encourage children to take pride in the presentation of all of their 

work. The children will continue to work on applying known spellings when writing. They will also be 

working on their knowledge and application of spelling rules from the curriculum, e.g. singular/plural 

words, applying prefixes/suffixes. Grammar and punctuation will be taught through English lessons 

but also as stand-alone sessions. The curriculum includes precise terminology and the children need to 

be able to use, recognise and explain these words. We will always try to connect our writing to the 

interests of the children or our topic, and we will be focusing on understanding the features of a 

range of different genres including: biographies, diaries and historical stories. 

 

Maths 

Arithmetic 

The curriculum places a great importance on children showing fluidity when calculating with all four 

operations. They need to show confidence when working with formal written methods (see school 

website for calculation policy) and when using mental strategies. Children will be successful in this 

work if they have good mental recall of number facts for all four operations. Please do not assume 

your child just remembers their tables – practise them at every opportunity.  

 

Problem solving/reasoning 

Children will be expected to use their arithmetic knowledge to answer a range of problem solving and 

reasoning questions. These involve strategies such as trial and error and finding all possibilities. They 

need to recall knowledge from different areas of maths and apply it to word problems. Key questions 

children need to ask themselves are: What do I know? What do I need to work out? Often word 

problems will involve more than one step; children need to be able to break problems down into 

smaller steps to help them find the answer. 

 

Topics 

In term 1, we have been looking at minibeasts, the rainforest ecosystem and the Mayan civilisation 

when working on the ‘Tropical Terrors’ topic.  In term 2, we will be studying ‘Children in WWII’, 

understanding the impact of the Second World War, when learning about children being evacuated, 

the Blitz and rationing.  ‘The Space Race’ will be the topic in terms 3 and 4, which will have a main 

focus on science, as well as the historical events and impact surrounding the first moon landing.  

Finally in terms 5 and 6, ‘The Groovy Greeks’ will be the topic, and the influence of this civilisation 

will be studied, along with comparing it to other historical societies.  

 

Birthdays 

At this time, we are unable to allow children to bring in anything edible to celebrate their birthday.  

We are also unable to allow children to hand out party invitations due to current social restrictions.   

 

For any urgent questions, please contact the school, office in the first instance.   

Thank you.   

 

Mr Smith, Mrs Dendy-Taylor, Mr McGuire, Mrs Matthews and  Mrs Ferguson. 


