
First Day of School

The first day of school,
Can be hard for Mum and Dad.
Part of you feels excited,
The other part feels sad.

For many years you’ve held their hand,
And have been their loving guide.
Now you know the time has come,
To leave them by my side.

But it is only for a little while,
As your child will learn and grow.
And at the end of everyday,
They will share with you all they know.

So as you walk away,
Don’t worry anymore.
I’ll take care of all those precious gifts
When you leave them at my door.

Welcome
The Meeting will start at 6pm

Please switch off your microphone.
The quality of the presentation may depend on your 

internet connection, or the device being used.





Organising Classes
• Trials for a few weeks - in groups and full classes.

• Gender
• Ages
• Ability
• Friendships – works both ways!
• Challenging relationships
• Senior Leadership - challenge of decision making.

• Impossible to get it 100%, but we have done what we 
feel is right and have considered every child individually.   
Equally, it is impossible to agree requests to change.



Morning routine

• From Term Two, our Teaching Assistants will open the doors each morning. Our focus 
will be on engaging with the children as they complete their early morning task.

• Please continue to email any messages to the school office.

Home time routine

• Children will continue to be collected from the Nursery gate.
• Pick up time for both Reception classes will be:

• Monday to Thursday – 2.50
• Friday – 1.20



Each day your child will need:
• A book bag
• A water bottle 
• A coat

They will also need the following items that can be left in school:
• P.E kit 
• Wellies
• Spare change of clothes

PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL ITEMS ARE CLEARLY NAMED.

We will provide your child with a healthy snack each morning. 
You do not need to provide additional snacks.

Milk is free until the age of 5. Please register via the ‘Cool Milk’ 
website. 



Children will be encouraged to learn by:
• Playing and exploring
• Being active
• Thinking creatively and critically

They will be encouraged to take part in activities both indoors and 
outside so a coat is essential!

The adults in your child’s class will support this learning by:
• Extending and supporting activities your child has selected.
• Moving your child on from their point of learning through 

questioning.
• Modelling language, interaction and use of resources.



• Early morning task for example handwriting practice
• Whole class carpet activities
• Child initiated tasks and adult led small group activities e.g. Number 

focus, writing focus or communication and language focus. This learning 
will take place inside and outside.

• Snack and story time
• Playtime on the big playground
• Phonics
• Circle time, Metacognition and outdoor learning time
• P.E
• Drama
• Assembly
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We are early adopters of the new Early Years Foundation Stage framework. 



Reading 

• To begin with, all children will be using picture books to create a story 

• Once text is introduced we use phonics, memory and pictures to help read new words.

• New reading books will be issued on Friday. Books will be collected in on Wednesday to enable 
them to be quarantined before they are reissued to another child.

• A teacher will comment in the Reading Record once every fortnight, however reading activities 
will be happening within the classroom every day.

Phonics

• Your child has received a phonics book containing all of the sounds that they will be learning up 
until Christmas. Please share this book with your child, each time they read.

• There are some words that cannot be read using phonics. These are often called key words or 
tricky words. Your child will receive a key word bookmark to support them with recognising 
these words.



We use a scheme of work called ‘Story Time Phonics’

Each phoneme is introduced in a variety of ways:

• Listening to a story related to the sound
• Learning the ‘Caption/Action’ 
• Applying the sound in practical, real life contexts that are 

memorable to the children



How you 
can help 
at home

Read daily. It doesn’t have to be 
just their school reading books!

Remind your child to use pictures 
as clues

Ask your child questions after 
reading. E.g. How did the 
character feel when…? Why was 
Molly cross? Have you ever 
experienced….?

Practise reading the key words. A 
lot of these words are tricky and 
the children can’t use their phonics 
knowledge to decode them. E.g. the

Read together when there is little 
distraction to encourage 
concentration

Model reading to your child. Children 
love to see adults reading. 

Extend the reading activity by 
painting a picture of one of 
the characters, writing them a 
letter, talking about an 
alternative ending, giving it a 
star review

Practise their phonics sounds, 
even when you think they’ve 
learnt them. This will prevent 
skill fade

Play phonics games online. These can 
help with segmenting words and 
blending in an exciting different way



• The partnership between school and home is a vital part of your child’s 
successful journey through school life.

• In Reception, we promote this partnership by asking you to contribute to your 
child’s learning journey using Tapestry.

• Each term we will focus on one area of learning for you to consider.

• Next term we will be focussing on your child’s communication and language.



• Tapestry is an online learning journal where we record your child’s learning. 
It includes photographs, videos, written observations and assessment. 
It allows us to see what they have achieved and their next steps. 

• We also use Tapestry as a means of communicating with you and sharing important messages 
through our weekly update.

• You can share your child’s achievements with us by uploading your own observations.

• Thank you all for signing the Tapestry permission form. All parents have been given their login 
details.

• Your username is the email that you provided for us on this form and a password has been set 
for you. You are able to change this when you log in. 

• If you are experiencing problems please let us know.





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=espJ96TJHV8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=espJ96TJHV8


• Each class has their own set of golden rules. We created these 
with the children.

• Your child will also be able to earn house points throughout the 
week for their school house team.

• Each week, starting from term 2, Class Teachers will choose 
children to go into the golden book. Their name will then appear 
in the weekly newsletter.

• We believe in positive behaviour reinforcement, so children 
may come home with stickers. Please talk to your child about 
why they have been given a sticker.



Thank you for such a successful start to your child’s first term in school.

We hope that you are as proud of them as we are!



Underlying Principles
• Paying Forward

• 3 Main School Rules

• Do As I Do   (not do as I say!)

• Can Do!

• Star Fish & Coffee Beans



Thank you 
for coming 

albeit virtually
for now…



Questions…


