
 
 

   

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Firstly, I would like to thank everyone for your understanding. We have been inundated  

with positive comments and support for the fact that we find ourselves in an invidious  

position regarding the containment of the virus.  It is greatly appreciated and  

demonstrates not only an understanding of the complexity of factors involved,  

but also a kind heart, which matches our school’s Pay Forward and Be Kind ethos. 

 

Having attended several meetings for Health Protection and risk assessments with multi-agency 

professionals, it has been made very clear to us that, whilst it is concerning to members of our school 

community, there is no health protection reason to close the school and we should continue to close 

bubbles when necessary, reopening them according to the timings given in the national guidance.  

This means that although the current situation affects many families, which is regrettable, a very 

small percentage of our school population has been infected as a result. 

 

We have commissioned external contractors to support our own deep cleaning programme over the 

next four days, to provide certificated fogging of the whole site, as an additional measure. 

 

Dates when different year groups can stop isolating and return to school. 

All of the following information is subject to change. All age groups and the school will be notified 

should there be further positive cases of coronavirus over the Bank Holiday Weekend. 

 

 Nursery, Reception, Year 1 & Year 4 – no isolation - return to school on 4th May as normal 
 

 Year 3 – stop isolating and return to school on Tuesday 4th May 2021 

Any children testing positive, or who have been in contact with a positive case outside our 

setting, must contact the office first to calculate your date of return. 
 

 Year 6 – stop isolating and return to school on Tuesday 4th May 2021 

Any children testing positive, or who have been in contact with a positive case outside our 

setting, must contact the office first to calculate your date of return. 
 

 Year 5 – stop isolating and return to school on Friday 7th May 2021 

Any children testing positive, or who have been in contact with a positive case outside our 

setting, must contact the office first to calculate your date of return. 
 

 Year 2 – stop isolating on Saturday 8th May 2021and return to school on 10th May 2021 

Any children testing positive, or who have been in contact with a positive case outside our 

setting, must contact the office first to calculate your date of return. 
 

 Sunshine Club (Breakfast and After School) will return to normal on Monday 10th May.  

Apologies for this change due to severe staff shortages next week. 

 

Please remember isolation means stay at home. You CANNOT bring children who should 

be isolating to school to deliver or collect their brothers and sisters 

 

 



 

Please note the isolation period is as per the table on page 1 – only if your child has been asked to 

isolate and has not had symptoms and been tested positive.  It may be that the isolation period is 

longer if your child has tested positive, or been in contact with someone else who has tested positive, 

after the school notification.   
 

YOU MUST LIAISE WITH THE OFFICE BEFORE SENDING YOUR CHILD BACK TO SCHOOL  

FOLLOWING A POSITIVE TEST RESULT - SO WE CAN CONFIRM ISOLATION DATES. 
 
 

Remote Learning for those Year Groups isolating as a whole. 

For the full level of support, please go to the Purple Mash Blog for updates, links to the work and 

information from the teacher. The One Drives are available directly on the School Website, but we 

ask that you visit Purple Mash, so you can also access the Zoom codes for any Live Sessions.   

All the normal online home learning packages also exist. Please go to the Covid-19 page of our School 

Website to see the Year Group Email addresses and work set by the teachers.  
Only those email accounts linked to whole year group isolations are operational. 
 

We have limited numbers of laptops, but can assist in the supply of these on Tuesday next week, if 

children in Year 2 and Year 5 need technological support to access the home learning.  

Please email the school office or telephone 01793 723239 to discuss your needs. 

 

 

Social Distancing 

Please note that when risk assessing which staff are required to isolate,  

we have to use the published criteria for being a close contact.  
 

These criteria are: 

 anyone who lives in the same household as another person who has COVID-19 symptoms or has 

tested positive for COVID-19 

 anyone who has had any of the following types of contact with someone who has tested positive 

for COVID-19: 

o  face-to-face contact including being coughed on or having a face-to-face conversation within  

    one metre 

o  been within one metre for one minute or longer without face-to-face contact 

o  been within 2 metres of someone for more than 15 minutes (either as a one-off contact, or  

   added up together over one day)  

o  have travelled in the same vehicle or plane as a positive case. 

 

With this in mind, please do not be offended when we retreat away from parents coming to speak 

with us. We do need to maintain that social distancing as much as possible. Simply being polite, and 

allowing you to stand too close to us could, if unlucky, take our staff out of work and into isolation. 

This could mean further partial school closures, if we have insufficient staff.  

It could, of course, work the other way and remove you from work for 10 days too. 
 

It is interesting that, each time we have had positive cases of Covid 19, it has followed a holiday.  

Both Christmas and Easter breaks have followed with some form of Covid impact.  

Please help us by maintaining social distancing and wearing face coverings when on site or in crowded 

spaces, even outside the school gates.  

https://52e9763e-bd3c-4dbd-b1d3-39c5f81831a6.filesusr.com/ugd/64c1c7_77a03118dc2344bb8321a9b6e7c9d5c3.pdf
https://www.abbeymeads.swindon.sch.uk/
https://www.abbeymeads.swindon.sch.uk/covid-19
mailto:admin@abbeymeads.swindon.sch.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-possible-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-possible-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person#what-is-meant-by-a-contact


School Lunches 

Thank you to everyone who helped us get through the tricky time of briefly closing the kitchens. 

Please note we will attempt to return to full service on Tuesday 4th May, but we will have agency 

staff providing this service next week. We need to use stocks in our freezers before having space 

for new food orders, so there are slight changes to menu options next week. 

 

ALL Normal Menu options next week - except for the changes below: 
 

 Tuesday .........No changes 

 Wednesday ....Main change to Roast Turkey (M) with Sage & Onion Stuffing (G) mc E M S M/D C 

 Thursday ........No changes 

 Friday .............Main change to Breaded Fish Fingers (G F) 

 

Parent Evenings 

We have had far more positive comments about our Parent Meetings Online than expected.  

Whilst a very small number had issues with service providers and software, the vast majority have 

reported it a success, with some asking for it to be an option as we move forward. 

Teachers saw more families than normal and parents enjoyed sitting in comfort, with a cup of tea and 

no need to travel to school. All enjoyed the fact that they did not get delayed waiting for meetings 

that overrun. The timed system is brutal but does keep everyone to time. 

We did make some learning, such as not to assume everyone can understand the user guide regarding 

browser requirements and that some parents need to speak first and the child second. We also 

learned that by not controlling appointment times, some teachers stayed in school for over an hour 

for appointments forgotten by parents.  

Whilst we will do our best to call those who had technical glitches, those who just forgot will be 

subject to even more time constraints, since the teacher has already sat in front of a blank screen 

for your entire appointment. 

We will review the parent evening procedures for next time, and investigate new system providers if 

necessary, in order to improve options, such as multiple screens enabling more participants to join 

each meeting.  

 

Once again, thank you all for your amazing support and understanding.  

Take care,  

Stay safe out there, 

Bob 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


